


Explanations to external auditor for each “No” on the Annual Governance 

Statement: 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in 
accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations during the year gave all 
persons interested the opportunity to inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts. 

This mirrors the issue identified by the internal auditor with regard to posting the unsigned 
Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements for 2019/20.  

 

The Parish Council approved Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, and Section 2, Accounting 
Statements at the Council meeting 20th July 2020. These documents were published on 27th July 
2020. The correct documentation was posted to the Parish Council noticeboard, signed and dated 
by the Chairman, Clerk and RFO with reference to the relevant Council meeting and agenda item.   

 

ISSUE:  

Unfortunately, when the Responsible Finance Officer uploaded the documentation to the website 
on 27th July 2020, whilst he uploaded documentation with the correct text and figures, he did not 
upload the scanned papers that had been signed and dated by the Chairman, Clerk and RFO at the 
20th July meeting. This did not meet the requirements of the audit.   

 

ACTION:   

The above issues were resolved by:  

• The signed and dated copies of Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR were uploaded as part of the 
external auditor’s report 24th November 2020.  

• The RFO retrospectively added Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR posted as they should have 
been from the outset as documentation of the unaudited AGAR. 

• Moving forward to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21, the RFO is 
fully aware now that the scanned, signed and dated documents need to be uploaded to 
the website as part of the publication of the Return. This has been done.  

 




