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This toolkit has been created to help pubs host a 
successful celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day.

In this toolkit, you will find the following:

• Information about VE Day and the 75th anniversary 
celebrations 

• How your pub can get involved in the VE Day 75th

anniversary celebrations

• How your pub can promote its VE Day 75th

anniversary celebrations 

• How your pub can download their VE Day participants 
certificate

• How your pub can download the official VE Day 75th

anniversary logo

• How to register your pub for the VE Day 75th

anniversary celebrations 
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About VE Day 
• Victory in Europe Day, generally known as VE Day, marks 8 May 

1945, the day on which World War II in Europe ended.

• In the United Kingdom on 8 May 1945, more than one million 
people celebrated in the streets to mark the end of the 
European part of the war. In London, crowds massed in 
Trafalgar Square and up the Mall to Buckingham Palace, where 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, appeared on the balcony of the 
palace before the cheering crowds.

• VE Day is celebrated and remembered by people around Britain 
each year. The 70th anniversary of VE Day in 2015 was marked 
with a series of events across the UK. There were three days of 
commemorations including parades, street parties, a service of 
thanksgiving and a concert in central London.

• 8 May 2020 will mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day, which 
will be another occasion of celebrations. It is hoped that pubs 
like yours will be able to play a leading role in the anniversary of 
such a momentous occasion. 
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How your pub can 
get involved

In celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day, over the 
weekend of 8th to 10th May 2020, pubs will be free to put 
on events and activities to celebrate this important 
occasion as they see fit, be it promotional offers, displaying 
bunting inside and outside the pub or hosting a BBQ etc. 
However, there are TWO key things pubs can do to make 
sure they are at the heart of the celebrations on VE Day 
itself on 8 May 2020:

1. Take part in the ‘NATIONS TOAST TO THE 
HEROES OF WORLD WAR II’ at 3pm on 8th

May 2020

2. Take part in ‘THE CRY FOR PEACE AROUND 
THE WORLD’ at 7pm on 8th May 2020
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The ‘NATIONS TOAST TO 
THE HEROES OF WORLD 

WAR II’ 
What: A moment for customers in your pub to raise 
their glasses and give a toast to the heroes of World 
War II

When: 3pm (on the dot) on 8th May 2020

Why: 3pm on 8th May 2020 will be exactly 75 years 
since Churchill announced the end of World War II 
in Europe 

How: Ensure your customers who want to take part 
in the toast have a drink in hand. Then ensure they 
have a suitable area to gather round and raise their 
glasses to say cheers to the heroes of World War II



The ‘CRY FOR PEACE 
AROUND THE WORLD’

What: A reading of The Cry For Peace Around The 
World by either a customer or pub employee

When: 7pm (on the dot) on 8th May 2020

Why: To celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day, 
church bells across the UK will ring at 7pm whilst town 
criers read the Cry For Peace Around The World. Doing 
this in the pub will add to the VE Day 75th anniversary 
celebrations

How: Download and print out a copy of The Cry For 
Peace Around the World here. Ensure you have a 
customer or employee who is happy to read it. At 
7pm, when church bells start to ring, read the Cry For 
Peace aloud for customers to hear in your pub. You 
can find more details about the Cry For Peace at 
www.veday75.org
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How your pub can 
promote its 

celebrations of the 
75th anniversary of 

VE Day on social 
media 

Share these suggested posts on your pubs social 
media channels in the weeks running up with 8th 
May 2020

Facebook:

8th May 2020 is the 75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day. The day on which World War II in Europe 
ended. We’ll be celebrating the occasion with the 
‘Nations Toast to the Heroes of World War II’ and 
participating in the ‘Cry For Peace Around the World’. 
Come and join us! 

Twitter: 

The 75th Anniversary of #VEDay is on 8th May 2020. 
We’ll be celebrating the occasion with the ‘Nations 
Toast to the Heroes of World War II’ and the ‘Cry For 
Peace Around the World’. Come and join us!

Instagram:

8th May 2020 is the 75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe Day. The day on which World War II in Europe 
ended. Come and celebrate the occasion at [name of 
pub], where we’ll be doing the ‘Nations Toast to the 
Heroes of World War II’ and joining in with the ‘Cry 
For Peace Around the World’.
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How your pub can 
promote its 

celebrations of the 
75th anniversary of 

VE Day on social 
media 

Share these suggested posts on your pubs social 
media channels on the 75th anniversary of VE Day, 8th

May 2020

Facebook: 

Today we celebrate Victory in Europe Day, when 
World War II in Europe ended. We’ll be celebrating 
the occasion with the ‘Nations Toast to the Heroes of 
World War II’ at 3pm and participating in the ‘Cry For 
Peace Around the World’ at 7pm. Come and join us! 

Twitter: 

Today is the 75th Anniversary of #VEDay and we’ll be 
celebrating the occasion with the ‘Nations Toast to 
the Heroes of World War II’ at 3pm and the ‘Cry For 
Peace Around the World’ at 7pm. Come and join us!

Instagram:

Today is the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe 
Day, when World War II in Europe ended. Come and 
celebrate the occasion at [name of pub], where we’ll 
be doing the ‘Nations Toast to the Heroes of World 
War II’ at 3pm and joining in with the ‘Cry For Peace 
Around the World’ at 7pm.
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How your pub can 
promote its 
celebrations of the 
75th anniversary of 
VE Day through 
local press

[Name of Pub] to host celebrations for 75th

anniversary of Victory in Europe Day 

May 8th 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day, the day 
on which World War II in Europe ended.

To mark the occasion, the [name of pub] will be inviting guests to come and 
celebrate with them, including doing the ‘Nations Toast to the Heroes of 
World War II’ at 3pm and the ‘Cry For Peace Around the World’ at 7pm. 

The ‘Nations Toast to the Heroes of World War II’ at 3pm will take place 
exactly 75 years after Churchill announced the end of World War II in 
Europe. It will be a chance for customers to raise their glass and say cheers 
to the heroes of World War II.

As part of the celebrations for the 75th anniversary of VE Day across the UK, 
church bells will be rung at 7pm on 8th May 2020, whilst town criers up and 
down the country do the ‘Cry For Peace’. The [name of pub] will be doing 
its own ‘Cry For Peace’ at 7pm, which customers are invited to join. 

XXX of the [name of pub] said: “The 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe 
Day is an important occasion that should be celebrated. We look forward to 
welcoming the local community into the pub to make the most of the 
celebrations.”

ENDS

Below is a draft press release you can edit and amend as you see 
appropriate to send to your local press to promote your 75th

anniversary of VE Day event. We’d suggest emailing this press 
release to your local media a week or so before 8th May 2020 to 
help spread the news of your VE Day plans. 
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Inviting local politicians and 
veterans to your celebrations

• For VE Day 75, we are encouraging pubs to invite local 
politicians and World War II veterans to join in with the 
celebrations

• There will no doubt be a local veteran you or your customers 
know, who you can personally invite to your VE Day 
celebrations. Please invite them!

• For local politicians, such as MPs, councillors, Mayors and Lord 
Mayors etc., we have drafted an invite, included in this toolkit, 
which you can send either as an email or letter to invite them

• If you don’t know your local MP, you can find their details here

• If you are unsure who your local councillors or Mayor are, use 
this tool to find your local council and contact them to find out 

• Politicians and veterans will all want to be involved in the VE 
Day celebrations, so expect them to accept your offer!

https://www.writetothem.com/
https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council


Draft invitation for local 
politicians 

Dear [name of local politician]

As part of the 75th anniversary of VE Day, I would like 
to invite you to [name of pub] to join in with our 
celebrations. 

We’ll be celebrating VE Day with the ‘Nations Toast to 
the Heroes of World War II’ at 3pm and the ‘Cry For 
Peace Around the World’ at 7pm. If you would like to 
come along and join in, please contact [contacts 
details].

Kind regards,

[Name]



How your pub can 
download their VE Day 
participants certificate

A Certificate of Grateful 
Recognition has been made, 
which pubs taking part in the 
VE Day 75th anniversary 
celebrations can proudly 
display at their bar.

The certificate can be 
downloaded from the VE Day 
75 website: www.veday75.org

http://www.veday75.org/


How your pub can 
download the official 

VE Day 75 logo

The official VE Day 75 logo can 
be downloaded from the VE Day 
75 website: www.veday75.org

Publicans are encouraged to use 
the logo to promote their VE 
Day celebrations, including on 
social media.

http://www.veday75.org/


How to register your pub for the 
VE Day 75th anniversary 
celebrations 

We’d like all pubs getting involved in the VE 
Day 75th anniversary celebrations to 
register, so we can praise and thank you for 
your support

Please register your pubs VE Day 75th

anniversary celebration on the VE Day 75 
website: www.veday75.org

It only takes a minute!
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