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Approval for air
pollution plan
By Josh Timlin

Last year’s Honley Christmas Street Market. 			

A PLAN has been approved
to reduce air pollution
across the Holme Valley
and wider Kirklees area
in order to tackle climate
change locally.
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Photo: Sandie Nicholson passed an action plan
which outlines what will be
done to improve air quality
up to March 2024, replacing
the previous plan which ran
from May 2007 to August
scouts is Taylors Foodstore
where there will be live music, 2019.
Air pollution is associated
plenty of artisan tasting tables
with a number of serious
and the staff in fancy dress
health impacts and
Another favourite fixture is
it is recognised as a
the Christmas Tree Festival,
contributing factor in the
which will be held in Trinity
onset of heart disease and
Church 10am to 4pm in the
cancer.
presence of Santa, with
It particularly affects the
entertainment by Yorkshire
most vulnerable in society
Traction Honley Band.
such as children and elderly
The Tree Festival continues
people, and those with
on Sunday December 8 from
heart and lung conditions.
2pm to 4pm with music,
refreshments and mince pies.
The new plan will see
Admission to Trinity Church
the council install up to
is £1.50, children admitted for
17 rapid electric vehicle
free.
charge points as part of
A real festive mood is
a larger, multi-council
guaranteed, created by
declaration of change.
the various community
The council, which is
organisations.
aiming to be carbon neutral

Day of festive events planned
A DAY of ‘Honley Christmas
Together’ events throughout
the village is planned for
Saturday December 7.
Organisations and businesses
from across Honley are
working together to provide
a day of festive cheer, with
something for everyone in the
family to enjoy!
The ever-popular Christmas
Street Market in Church
Street, organised by Honley
Business Association, will
have all manner of gifts and
festive food and drink stalls to
tempt visitors as they meander
up the famous cobbled street
between 10am and 4pm.
The merriment continues
in St Mary’s Church, where
a wonderful programme

involving local choirs
and musicians will get
everyone in the festive spirit.
The fun isn’t only limited to
Church Street, as there are
plenty of venues around the
village holding indoor events:
The Village Trust is hosting
an Arts and Crafts Fair in
the Village Hall with more
stalls outside at Moorbottom,
where there will be plenty of
handmade goods for sale, with
refreshments.
There is a £1 admission
charge but that includes drink
and biscuit.
The Scout Hut is the venue
for a food and drink fair with
plenty of local produce stalls
and bacon butties.
Just up the road from the

by 2038, will also continue
its planning policy which
requires all new-build
homes to have electric
vehicle charge points
installed.
Coun Naheed Mather,
cabinet member for
Greener Kirklees, said:
“Climate change is already
happening and action
to address it is now an
emergency. Cases of
extreme weather such as
heat waves and rainfall
are having consequences
already in Kirklees with
issues such as moorland
fires and flooding in
particular affecting the
region.
“It’s not too late to
prevent some of the very
worst effects of climate
change but we must act
now and that’s why we put
actions in phase one of our
plan which will make a
significant and immediate
impact.
“We want children to
have the best start in life
and for all residents to be
as well as possible for as
long as possible. Clean
air is a crucial part of this
and is key to a healthy

environment.
“We’re passionate about
improving the environment
and over recent years we’ve
made some really positives
changes and great steps
forward but there is more
we all need to do.”
In an innovative approach,
new air quality monitoring
equipment will be used
outside schools to gather
evidence of the harmful
effects waiting vehicles can
have.
Resources will be created
for schools to tackle this
issue and the council will
take advantage of any
change in the law to use
enforcement powers to
address it.
Coun Mather added: “The
council will also work with
young people to understand
their views on how to
prevent air pollution and
will support them to travel
to school in the most
sustainable and suitable
way for them.
“We will also look to
improve the benefits of
electric vehicle ownership
for residents through
parking incentives and
improved infrastructure.”

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Celebrating the 75th anniversary of
VE Day and the peace that followed

Climate Emergency
FOLLOWING the Parish
Council’s declaration of a
Climate Emergency on 25th
March, councillors have been
working hard with the local
community to develop an
Action Plan.
The Parish Council was
delighted to formally adopt
the Climate Emergency Action
Plan on 18th November and
we agreed to set up a new subcommittee of Full Council, The
Climate Emergency Committee.
This Committee will lead the
implementation of the Action
Plan, working in partnership
with the community to make
progress in making the Parish

carbon neutral by 2030.
To achieve this, the Action
Plan has identified eight key
elements:
1) Climate Emergency
Mobilisation
2) Energy
3) Transport & Travel
4) Agriculture & Food
production
5) Housing & infrastructure
6) Economy & business
7) Waste & resources
8) Environment & land use
More details are available
on our website and we look
forward to working with the
community on this essential
work for all our futures.

THE 75th anniversary of Victory
in Europe will be celebrated
nationally by a Bank Holiday on
8th May 2020.
There are a number of
ceremonial events being
organised nationally as outlined
on www.veday75.org including
the ‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes
of WW2’ in local pubs at 3pm
and bells which will ‘Ring Out
for Peace’ from churches across
the country at 7pm.
The Parish Council is keen to
support local events, projects
and parties to mark this key
moment in our history.

We have therefore set up a
specific small grant scheme
with a simple application form
allowing local groups to apply
for up to £100 to support the
implementation of their idea.
More details will be available
on our website shortly and it
is intended that any party or
project is focused on the 3-day
commemorative weekend in May
2020.
Applications are invited by
3rd February 2020 for review
by the Publications and
Communications Committee on
10th February.

Parish councillors
lay eight wreaths
across the Valley
on Remembrance
Sunday, as
we took the
opportunity to
reflect on the
sacrifice of those
who lost their
lives fighting for
our country.

Independent audit of our financial governance completed
FOLLOWING the
conviction of our
previous clerk in
June 2019 for VAT
fraud associated with
private business, the
Parish Council was
concerned to establish
if there had been any
fraudulent activity
undertaken within the
Council.
We therefore
appointed Calderdale
Council’s Internal

Audit department to
undertake an external
review of the financial
governance of both the
Holme Valley Parish
Council (HVPC) and
the Holme Valley Land
Charity (HVLC) over
the last two financial
years.
The Calderdale
review concluded
that the majority of
financial transactions
for both HVPC and

HVLC were backed
up by evidence of
legitimate business
activity and any
potential discrepancies
identified were of low
value.
We accepted all its
findings and agreed
to implement all its
recommendations
at our Full Council
meeting on 18th
November.
The review,

redacted to remove
any individual names,
is published on our
website.
We are now working
with our new Clerk and
Deputy Clerk to review
all our procedures with
a particular focus on
our financial checks
and processes.
Further information
is available on our
website.

