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MEETING OF THE SERVICE PROVISION COMMITTEE  
MONDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2025 
THE EXHIBITION ROOM, THE CIVIC, HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, HOLMFIRTH, HD9 3AS  
 
IN THE CHAIR: Cllr Alison Morgan 

 

PRESENT: Cllr Lawrence Baylin, Cllr Donna Bellamy, Cllr Mary Blacka, Cllr Damian Brook, Cllr Pat 

Colling, Cllr Harry Davis, Cllr Tom Dixon, Cllr Donald Firth, Cllr Chris Green, Cllr Jenny Holmes, Cllr 

Glenn Kirkby, Cllr Steve Ransby, Cllr Martin Rostron, Cllr Sarah Whitelaw 

 

APPROVED APOLOGIES & REASONS: Cllr Jo Liles, Cllr Hugh Osborne, Cllr Tricia Stewart 

 

TAKING MINUTES: Jen McIntosh (Clerk) 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Rich McGill (Deputy Clerk/RFO) 
 
DRAFT MINUTES  
 

 Welcome 

  

 2526 40 Public Question Time 

  

 No members of the public were present. 
 
Cllr Firth and Cllr Rostron both arrived shortly after the meeting commenced. 

  

2526 41 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 amended by Openness of Local Government 
Bodies Regulations 2014 

  

 The meeting was recorded in video format for upload to the Parish Council’s YouTube channel. 
 
No other requests for recording the meeting were received. 

  

2526 42 Apologies and reasons for absence 

  

 Apologies for absence with reasons were circulated by email prior to the meeting.  

  

 APPROVED: Apologies and reasons for absence from Cllr Liles, Cllr Osborne and Cllr Stewart. 

  

2526 43 Receipt of updated Disclosable Personal and Pecuniary Interests forms 

  

 A revised Disclosable Personal and Pecuniary Interests form (DPIs) from Cllr Harry Davis had been 
circulated by email prior to the meeting.   

  

 NOTED:  receipt of Cllr Davis’ updated DPI. 

  

2526 44 Members’ and Officers’ personal and disclosable pecuniary interests in items on the agenda  

  

 Cllr Sarah Whitelaw declared an interest in item 2526 53 as a trustee of Café 100 and in item 2526 
48 as a member of Holme Residents Association; Cllr Damian Brook declared an interest in item 
2526 48 with regards to a grant request from the Clothiers Arms; Cllr Lawrence Baylin declared an 
interest in item 2526 48 as a member of the Hade Edge Residents Association Committee; Cllr Harry 
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Davis declared an interest in item 2526 48 as a member of Netherthong Community Partnership 
who were recipients of a recurring grant; Cllr Tom Dixon declared an interest in item 2526 48 as a 
member of New Mill Club.    

  

 RESOLVED: that all of the above could both speak and vote with regards to the items they had 
declared interests in. 

  

2526 45 Items on the agenda to be discussed in private session 

  

 No items on the agenda were to be discussed in private session. 

  

2526 46 Minutes of the previous Service Provision Committee meeting 

  

 NOTED: the minutes of the previous meeting of the SERVICE PROVISION COMMITTEE held on 22 
September 2025, numbered 2526 21 - 2526 39 inclusive. 

  

 The following information was received regarding ongoing matters arising from the approved 
minutes not otherwise included in the agenda. 
 

− Minute 2526 30 Regarding the Fair and Funky installation on one of the toilet exterior walls 
the Clerk was asked to find out how long an installation without planning permission could 
stay in place.  This was 28 days according to the General Permitted Development Order.  
Permission had been given for the heron artwork to be installed and further communication 
had been received, expressing the wish to delay installing the art work until the New Year.   
It was suggested that the display could be installed in the New Year to perhaps co-ordinate 
with Art Week or similar. 
 
An action for the Clerk was to relay this back to Fair and Funky and let the Committee know 
via email of when the display would be installed. 

 

− Minute 2526 31 Tendering process for Holmfirth Public Toilets and the Maintenance of 
smaller assets.  The Clerk’s concerns were NOTED at the meeting on 22 September due to 
their current lack of capacity to move the matter forward.  Putting contracts in place were 
an audit recommendation.  The Clerk had since completed 3 hours’ worth of training on the 
Procurement Act 2023 which had been helpful.  Work on this issue would be picked up in 
the new year when the Civic lease work had concluded.  The Clerk hoped to have substantial 
progress to take to the SERVICE PROVISION COMMITTEE meeting on 23-2-2026.   
 

− The COMMITTEE was reminded of an action for the clerk from an earlier meeting regarding 
writing letters of thanks to volunteers who kept dog waste bag dispensers stocked. 

  

  

 BUDGETARY MATTERS 

  

2526 47 Service Provision Committee Budget 2025-26 and Earmarked Reserves 

  

  
Reports on the Income and Expenditure against Budget 2025-26 YTD, Earmarked Reserves YTD and 
Expenditure against Budget PROJECTED were received.  
 
A projected deficit in the Christmas provision budget was remarked upon and also the overspend in 
budget line 4805 Climate Action. 
 
NOTED: reports from the Deputy Clerk/RFO on the Expenditure against Budget 2025-26 – Budget 
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Lines Year-to-Date, Earmarked Reserves and projected expenditure. 

  

2526 48 Christmas tree provision – grant applications for 2025-26 

  

 The COMMITTEE considered small grant applications regarding village Christmas trees and 
decorations.  
 
Following the meeting on 22 September, the Clerk – with significant assistance from the Assistant 
Clerk during their absence – sourced a new provider of 15-foot Christmas trees for 2025 at a cost of 
£190 to have each of 7 trees delivered to grant recipients.  The Scouts will collect and recycle each 
tree for a donation of £20 per tree. 
 
It was NOTED  that the trees had been ordered by the Clerk so as to secure them. 
 
The Clerk reported that:  

− The assistance of the Assistant Clerk in chasing up applications and sourcing trees whilst the 
Clerk had been out of action had been invaluable. 

− Wickens Farm was the tree provider selected for this year; there was a likelihood that the 
Parish Council would need to find another provide next year.   

− This was the second year of a new approach and that there were still elements to develop 
further. 

− Trees provided by the Parish Council were to be collected and recycled by the Holme Valley 
1st Scouts group for a donation of £20 per tree. 

 
The Clerk outlined different possible approaches to awarding grant amounts and their costs and 
suggested that where an applicant was yet to submit an evaluation or evidence of public liability 
insurance any grant should be subject to those being submitted. 
 

 APPROVED, Grant Application 1. From Honley Business Association, Honley for £250 towards 
provision of 2 Christmas trees, their installation and disposal.  This was a rolling grant.   
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 2. From St David’s Church, Holmbridge, for £210 towards provision of 
a Christmas tree (ordered through HVPC). This was a rolling grant.  Subject to receipt of proof of 
public liability insurance.    
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 3. From Holme Residents Association, Holme for £250 towards 
provision of a Christmas tree (ordered through HVPC) and community celebration. This is a rolling 
grant.   Subject to receipt of proof of public liability insurance.    
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 4. From the Rock Inn, Brockholes, for £250 towards provision of a 
Christmas tree and decorations. This was a rolling grant.   Subject to receipt of proof of public 
liability insurance.    
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 5. From Netherthong Community Partnership, for £250 towards 
provision of a Christmas tree, lights, signage and contingency.  This was a rolling grant.  
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 6. From Hade Edge Residents Association, Hade Edge, for £250 
towards provision of a Christmas tree (ordered through HVPC) and lights.   This was a rolling grant. 
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 7. From Hepworth Community Association, Hepworth, for £210 
towards provision of a Christmas tree (ordered through HVPC). This was a rolling grant. 
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 8. From Scholes Methodist Church, Scholes for £210 towards 
provision of a Christmas tree (ordered through HVPC). This was a rolling grant.  
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APPROVED, Grant Application 9. From New Mill Club, for £210 towards provision of a Christmas tree 
(ordered through HVPC). 
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 10. From the Royal Oak, Upperthong, for £210 towards provision of a 
Christmas tree, (ordered through HVPC).  Subject to receipt of proof of public liability insurance.    
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 11. From The Clothiers Arms, Netherthong, for £250 towards 
provision of a Christmas tree, lights, etc. 
 
APPROVED, Grant Application 12. From Wooldale Allotments Association for £100 towards 
provision of a Christmas display and lights in the Veg Box.  
 
APPROVED, that the Royal Oak, Upperthong and New Mill Club, New Mill should each be in receipt 
of a rolling Christmas Provision grant of up to £250 for 2026 and 2027. 
 
An action for the Clerk was to contact Netherthong Community Partnership and the Clothiers Arms, 
Netherthong, and explain that in future years the Parish Council may choose to fund just one 
community Christmas tree and suggest that the two organisations liaise to resolve how at a future 
point the funding could be shared.  The Committee NOTED that the grant awarded to Netherton 
Community Partnership was designated a rolling grant. 

  

  

 ASSETS MAINTAINED BY HOLME VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

  

2526 49 Holmfirth Public Toilets and Gartside Buildings update 

  

 1. Update regarding the Gartside Unit – maintenance 
 
The Clerk reported that the Assistant Clerk was to be thanked for meeting with EPIKs staff to effect a 
handover on Tuesday 4 November, EPIKs having relinquished the tenancy.  There were no issues to 
report. 
 

2. Maintenance of the toilets. 
 
The Clerk referred to the written report from the maintenance contractor which indicated that 
some of the hardware appeared to be worn/in need of replacement – for example the cisterns in 
the service corridor, corroded taps being replaced, and the poor performance of an inlet valve.   
 
The maintenance contractor continued to make twice-daily visits and additional lunchtime visits and 
to carry out 1 pressure wash each month.  Repairs had been made to the disabled cistern and a new 
tap had been fitted to the disabled basin. 
 
NOTED: the report from the Maintenance Contractor. 
 

3. Update regarding the Solar Panels and Refurbishment Project 
 
Phase 1 of the solar panels and refurbishment project had been completed.  Phase 2 would focus on 
improving disabled toilet facilities.  It was 13 years since the toilets were asset-transferred from 
Kirklees 10 years since the last refurbishment. 
 
Proposed budget for 2026-7 for phase 2 was an Earmarked Reserve of £10,000 based on the original 
report from the Architect.   
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The Architect was working on possible approaches for phase 2.  These might include reconfiguring 
the existing space to include a more accessible disabled toilet/baby change space or moving the 
disabled toilet back into what is now the commercial unit.   
 
At the meeting on 22 September the Committee had RESOLVED to task the existing toilets working 
group to explore the feasibility of installing a Changing Places toilet in the lettable unit and report 
back in due course.  The working group were still exploring the potential for a Changing Places-style 
disabled facility.   
 
RESOLVED: to convene an additional meeting to consider the forthcoming report from the Architect, 
exploring possible approaches to phase 2 of the project.  The Architect to attend the meeting. 
 
It was anticipated that the Service Provision Committee would then decide the brief for phase 2 and 
the Architect would cost this. 
 
The reletting of the Gartside Unit would be considered once the Architect’s report regarding phase 2 
possibilities had been received. 
 
A Gartside Expenditure Phase 1 Report from the Deputy Clerk/RFO was received and invoices from 
Garlands and Holme Architects noted.  After an initial hold-up, a workaround had been found to 
enable these to be paid ahead of the next Finance and Management Committee or Full Council 
meeting.   
 
A learning point from the process was to ensure that contractual payees were included from the 
outset on the schedule of regular payments. 

  

  

 OTHER ASSETS MANAGEMENT 

  

2526 50 Other assets including benches, stone shelters, war memorials, red heritage phone kiosks, the 
Covid Memorial Orchard at Sands and defibrilators. 

  

 NOTED:  the Maintenance Contractor’s Report. 
 
 
The Clerk gave the following updates. 
 

i. The Maintenance Contractor had completed 2 tours of the shelters in October including 
pressure washes, painting a bench in Meal Hill shelter and painting shelters in Hade 
Edge, New Mill, Banksville Rd, Rock and Hagg Wood.  The area around 90 benches had 
been tidied and strimmed as required. A banner had been attached to Holmfirth toilets 
for the Big Community Celebration.  Benches had been repaired/painted at N1 Dean 
Brook Road, Netherthong, N2 Thong Lane, N4 Netherfield Drive, and HON 18 Old Moll 
Road. 
 

ii. Submitting a grant application to the War Memorials Trust regarding Hepworth War 
Memorial – after a period of absence the Clerk was hoping to get the application in by 
the next deadline of 28 February 2026 (decision by 30 April 2026).  The next deadlines 
after that were the 30th June and the 31st October 2026.  It remained a struggle to 
obtain 3 quotations for the work.  The Clerk was commended for their persistence. 

 
iii. The application to install a memorial plaque at Sands to accompany the Memorial 

Orchard had been received by Kirklees.  Volume of work was cited as the reason it had 
not been processed as yet.  The memorial garden at Honley Library was completed. 
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iv. Further information regarding the listed status of Hepworth phone box remained to be 
sought before the request from Hepworth Community Association for the Parish Council 
to adopt the box could be considered.  A refurbishment quote had been obtained and 
shared with the Committee. The Residents Association had been informed.  There was a 
suggested budget for the next financial year. 

 
v. A resident had been in touch with a councillor regarding an ex-Kirklees 3 tier planter 

currently in a Reynolds skip in the centre of Holmfirth.  Was it possible to find a new 
home for it? The Clerk reported that there were a number of assets in storage at the 
moment, having been moved from Holmfirth centre whilst works are happening.  When 
the works are completed the Parish Council will need to liaise with appropriate 
authorities about resiting these.  It was suggested that Holmepride could make use of 
such a a planter at Holmeside Memorial Gardens.  An action for the Clerk was to see if 
arrangements could be made to have the planter moved to where it could be made use 
of by a community group.  However, it was not desirable for the Parish Council to take 
on ownership of such items. 

 
vi. The Cheese Shop had been in touch with the Clerk regarding wanting an HVPC bench on 

the property moved.  The siting of the bench in question was covered by the agreement 
recently set up with the property’s landlord.  The Clerk reported that they could only 
contact the landlord by email, had done so and were yet to receive a response. 

 
vii. There were no updates regarding Hade Edge shelter and Honley Eastgate shelter, both 

of which may have structural issues.  The Hade Edge shelter needed cost-inefficient 
repairs on a frequent basis and concerns were expressed about the safety of the Honley 
shelter due to a sagging roof.  Any possible sedum roof project was on hold.  An action 
for the Clerk was to request assessments of both shelters from the Maintenance 
Contractor. 

  

2526 51 New Mill Closed Cemetery 

  

 The Maintenance Contractor’s report was received. 
 
As a result of the meeting with Church officials the maintenance contractor will use his third annual 
visit to clear some of the brambles encroaching upon the churchyard. 

  

  

 PARTNERSHIPS, PROJECTS AND REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 

  

2526 52 Tourism 

  

 Cllr Baylin reported that the Holme Valley Tourism Partnership’s Heritage Week was evolving into 
the development of a Heritage Centre or centres.  The Civic and Gartside Unit are both possible 
venues. 

  

2526 53 Youth work in the Holme Valley 

  

 A report including budget monitoring information was received from Kirklees Youth Alliance. 
 
Difficulties were being encountered in getting Honley-based take up of the youth services on offer.  
It was felt this was in part because of the changing demographics of students attending Honley High 
School (out of area students) and also because the youth worker was currently based in the Dining 
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Hall rather than in a separate room.   
 
It was suggested that Year 6 students might be a good year group to work with. 
 
A query was raised as to whether there was any scope for the Council to further support youth 
services and whether it was possible to identify further projects/costs the Council might help with. 
 
A priority should be to consider how to publicise the Council’s support of youth provision.  

  

2526 54 Transport Working Group and Stotts Minibus Provision - update 

  

 Cllr Lawrence Baylin provided an update as follows. 
 

− There was disappointment that local transport providers did not participate in the 
Big Community Event. 

− The preferred designer regarding the map initiative had withdrawn and new 
designers/quotes needed to be sought out. 

 
Cllr Sarah Whitelaw reported that there had been a meeting on 30 September with regards to a 
possible park and ride scheme based at Holmfirth Auction Market.  The directors were interested in 
principle.  The impact on business rates and planning permission needed to be explored.  Kirklees 
were positive.  A similar scheme was operating in Skipton. 
 
Some improvements were planned for Honley Rail Station.   
 
It was reported that the Stotts bus timetable did not appear to be working in terms of buses arriving 
as scheduled. 

  
 
At 8.32pm Standing Orders were suspended to allow the Committee to complete the business on 
the agenda and bring forward item 2526 57 so that adequate time could be spent on it. 

  

2526 57 Setting the Service Provision Committee Budget for 2026-7 

  

 The Deputy Clerk/RFO presented draft budget options and proposed earmarked reserves which 
largely reflected the budget for 2024-25, remarking on the following: 
 

i. Tourism allocated funding would come under a budget line, not an EMR. 
ii. Monies for an urban nature reserve project would come from the Climate Action budget line. 

iii. A new EMR with £10,000 was to be set up for bus shelters for possible works to the Hade 
Edge and Honley shelters. 

iv. The Gartside Building EMR was to contain £10,000 to facilitate phase 2 of the toilet 
refurbishment. 

v. The Sustainable Transport EMR was to be cut to £2500. 
 
A query was raised as to whether more money should be placed in the Gartside Building EMR to 
financially prepare for both phase 2 and phase 3 of the toilets project. 
 
An action for the Clerk was to contact Holme Valley Land Charity to enquire if the Charity could help 
with funding for the Holmfirth Toilets refurbishment. 

  

 APPROVED: the Service Provision Budget and Earmarked Reserves for 2026-27 as presented below, 
for recommendation to the FINANCE AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, including: 
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 Service Provision Committee – budget lines 2026-7 
 4320 Public toilets - Day to Day £23,100  
 4325 Public toilets - Lettable Space £1,050  
 4700 CCTV £0  
 4705 Christmas Provision £5,000  
 4710 New Mill - Churchyard £788  
 4715 Defibrillator £0 
 4720 Street Litter and Dog Waste £1,260  
 4730 Minibus £23,500  
 4735 Phone Boxes £1,000  
 4740 Seats & Shelters-Maintenance £13,650  
 4750 War Memorial £1,000 
 4760 Youth Work in the Holme Valley £25,000 
 4765 Tourism £5,000 
 4805 Climate Action £5,000 
  
Total Service Provision £105,347.50 
 
Service Provision EMRs for 2026-7 
326 EMR Defibrillator Special Reserve £1,674 
331 EMR Gartside Building £10,000 
345 EMR Rolling Grants £2,300 
346 EMR Sustainable Transport £5,000 
352 EMR War Memorial £2,500 
353 EMR Phone Boxes £2,000 
356 EMR Maintenance Contract Negotiations - Toilets £2,100 
357 EMR Maintenance Contractor Negotiations - Seats & Shelters £1,365 
000 EMR Bus shelters £10,000 

  

2526 55 Urban Nature Reserve Project 

  

 RESOLVED, to add Cllr Martin Rostron to the Urban Nature Reserve Working Group. 

  

  

 PRIORITIES 

  

2526 56 Priorities for Climate Action activities 2025-7 

  

 The Service Provision Committee’s priorities for climate action activities were considered in earlier 
items. 

  

  

 PUBLICITY 

  

2526 58 Items for Publicity 

  

  

 Suggestions for work to publicise further included: 
-youth provision 
-the funding of village Christmas trees.  

  

  

 Meeting closed at 9.02pm 
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