Holme Valley Parish Council

DRAFT Minutes of the PLANNING STANDING COMMITTEE held at HONLEY LIBRARY, WEST AVENUE,
HONLEY. HD9 6HF on MONDAY 30 JUNE 2025 at 700pm

Attendees:

Cllr Andy Wilson (Chair)
Clir Donald Firth

Cllr Mary Blacka

Apologies:
Clirs Barnett, Davis, Dixon, Liles and Ransby.

Welcome
Open Session at Planning
28 members of the public attended the public session.

1 person attended as a volunteer for Honley Library to support with opening and closing
the building and setting up for the meeting.

1 person attended on behalf of the Holmfirth conservation group to speak about item
2526 33

25 people attended to speak or observe regarding item 2526 27, application number
2526/03/22 in opposition to the development (5 people spoke in the public session
about this item and statements were read out from 2 others who had sent their
comments but were unable to attend in person).

In addition, ClIr Greaves also attended the public session and gave updates about the
current progress of application 2526/03/22 with the Kirklees Planning Authority.

2526 20 Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 amended by the Openness of Local
Government Bodies Regulations 2014 on 6 August 2014

As Local (Parish and Town) Council meetings can now be recorded, the Chair checked if
any members of the public wished to record the meeting. The meeting was already
being recorded by the Officer for public broadcast via the Holme Valley Parish Council
YouTube channel.

No other recordings were made.

2526 21 To accept apologies for absence

Noted and approved: Apologies and reasons for absence had been received from Clirs
Barnett, Davis, Dixon, Liles and Ransby.
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2526 22 To receive Members’ and Officers’ personal and disclosable pecuniary interests in
items on the agenda

Cllr Wilson declared a personal interest in item 2526 27 application 2526/03/08.
The committee resolved not to comment on this application.

2526 23 To consider written requests for new DPI dispensations
None had been received.

2526 24 To consider whether items on the agenda should be discussed in private session
Resolved: None of the meeting would be held in private session.

2526 25 To Elect a Vice Chair of the Planning Committee 2025/26

In line with Standing Orders the Annual Council meeting resolved that the Vice Chair of
the Planning Committee be elected at the first meeting of the council year 2025/26.

Resolved: The Vice Chair of the Planning Committee for the remainder of the council
year 2025/26 will be ClIr Steve Ransby.

Resolved: At this point The Committee resolved to suspend standing orders to take
item 2526 27 application 2025/03/22 and then item 2025 33 out of order and to allow
members of the public to join the discussion.

2526 27 Application 2526/03/22 Development at Gynn Lane, Honley.

A discussion was held with the concerned members of the public, The Committee and
Cllr Greaves. The main points of concern with the application were outlined.

Resolved: The officer will summarise the community’s and Planning Committee’s
concerns and the Committee’s comments on the above application will be forwarded to
Kirklees Council.

Action: An action for the Planning Committee and Assistant Clerk is to publicise via local
social media community groups the Kirklees Planning Committee public meeting when
this application is due to be discussed.

2526 33 Commercial Waste Management — Holmfirth Town Centre

Holmfirth Business Together has raised ongoing concerns regarding commercial waste
management in Holmfirth town centre.
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The current bin storage and collection arrangements are proving inadequate,
particularly in light of the area's evolving commercial landscape—with an increasing
number of food and hospitality outlets placing additional pressure on the limited space.

The existing redevelopment plans for the area around Hollowgate will not provide
sufficient capacity to accommodate the evolving waste needs of all businesses.

Information received from Holmfirth Business Together on proposed plans were
circulated to members of the Planning Committee prior to the meeting.

A representative from Holmfirth Conservation Group discussed proposals with The
Committee. Holmfirth Business Together are continuing to pursue potential solutions.

Action: Clir Wilson will approach the Kirklees Local Centres Programme Manager with
concerns with waste management in Holmfirth town centre to support the
development of better commercial waste disposal.

2526 26 To Confirm the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Noted: Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 28 April 2025, numbered
2526 01 — 2526 19 inclusive approved at Full Council on 19 May 2025 were noted by the
committee.

2526 27 Kirklees Planning Applications

i. - Noted: List of Kirklees planning applications 25 March 2025 to 22 April 2025
updated with the views of the Committee.
- Noted: List of Kirklees planning applications 22 April 2025 to 22 May 2025
updated with the views of the Planning Applications Working Group.
ii. - The Committee discussed the New or amended applications received from
Kirklees Council 22 May 2025 to 24 June 2025 — List 2526-03 enclosed.
- Resolved: The Planning Committee’s comments on the above applications will
be forwarded to Kirklees Council by the Officer.
- Noted: Notification of appeal on application 2024/92626.
- Noted: D105-179 Kirklees Council (Holmfirth 31 - Robinson Lane) Definitive Map
Modification Order 2025.
- Noted: The public local inquiry into the Definitive Map Modification Order
regarding the width of footpath HOL/60 at Wolfstone Heights has been
rescheduled for 15 July 2025.

2526 28 Peak District National Park Authority

i. - No new or amended applications were received from the Peak District National
Park Authority from 25 March 2025 to 22 May 2025 inclusive to be updated with
the views of the Committee.
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ii. - No new or amended applications were received by Peak District National Park
Authority 22 May 2025 to 24 June 2025 inclusive.

2526 29 HVPC Planning Sub-Committee on Planning Applications Terms of Reference

On 24 March 2025 Full Council resolved to adopt the recommendations from the
Planning Committee for the year 2025/26 onwards as follows:

1. The PLANNING COMMITTEE should remain as a standing committee.
2. The frequency of meetings should be reduced to every other month.

3. The COMMITTEE will review the existing criteria for what constitutes a
‘significant application’ to reduce further which applications are considered.

4. A sub-committee to be established to meet in-between COMMITTEE meetings
to handle any applications that meet the criteria for comment.

5. The COMMITTEE will review the effectiveness of the changes after a 6-month
trial.

The Committee may wish to set a Terms of Reference for the establishment of a Sub-
Committee. A draft Terms of Reference has been prepared by the Assistant Clerk.

Resolved: Adopting or amending the Terms of Reference for the Planning Applications
Sub-committee was deferred to the next meeting of the Planning Committee.

Resolved: The dates for the Planning Applications Sub-Committee meetings for the

remainder of the council year 2025/26 will be as follows (these meetings will be held via

Zoom and will be advertised to the public and have a facility for public attendance):
Monday 28 July 2025

Monday 15 September 2025
Monday 8 December 2025
Monday 9 February 2026

2526 30 Remit and Priorities for HVPC Planning Committee 2025-2027

Following the appointment of committee members for the year 2025/26 at the Full
Council meeting on 19 May 2025, the Planning Committee has a refreshed membership.

This presents an opportunity to revisit the committee’s remit and priorities. Members

may wish to consider setting clear priorities, aims, or objectives to guide their work for
the remainder of the council term, through to 2027. The exercise will contribute to the
committee's focus and support it to remain aligned with the wider goals of the council
and the evolving needs of the Holme Valley.

Resolved: Defining the core remit and priorities for the Planning Committee 2025-2027
will be deferred to the next meeting of the Planning Committee.
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2526 31 Traffic Calming
i. Kirklees Council Management of Speeding in the Holme Valley
Cllr Wilson gave updates on information received.

Resolved: A discussion on locations for SIDs will be deferred to the next meeting of the
Planning Committee.

ii. School Parking Bollards
The Assistant Clerk reported that New Mill School have now received the parking

bollards and they are in use. Feedback and photos of the bollards in use have been
requested so that a news item can be published.

2526 32 Ongoing highways campaigns, including unmade roads, green lanes and byways of the
Holme Valley

The ongoing campaigns are:
i. Ramsden Road
ii. Cartworth Moor Road

iii. Cheesegate Nab/Scaly Gate

Clirs Wilson gave updates on information received that the TROs have been delayed.
Cllr Wilson will continue to follow up on developments.

2526 34 Planning Policy, Guidance and Consultation
i. MMU PhD Study on the Social Sustainability of UK High Street

Holme Valley Parish Council has been invited to take part in a Manchester Metropolitan
University PhD study on the social sustainability of UK high streets.

A meeting has been arranged with the student for 22" July 2025 at 7pm, in the
Exhibition Room.

Action: The Assistant Clerk will invite members of the Full Council and the Local Plan
Reference Group (via ClIr Blacka).

Action: The Assistant Clerk will request briefing information from the PhD student to
circulate to those who will be coming to the meeting.

ii. Invite to be a case study in Town and Country Planning Association’s online resource
‘Practical Hope: Inspiration for Community Action’
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Holme Valley Parish Council has been approached by the Town and Country Planning
Association to invite the council to be one of the featured case studies in their online
resource.

Current case studies and an overview of the online resource can be found at:
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/collection/practical-hope-inspiration-for-community-action/

Action: The Assistant Clerk will put the contact from the Town and Country Planning
Association in touch with Cllrs Wilson and Blacka to explore and move forward with a
feature case study for the “Practical Hope: Inspiration for Community Action’ online
resource.

Updates to the UK planning system and Planning and Infrastructure Bill

Noted: The UK Government announced updates to the Planning and Infrastructure Bill
effecting clean energy projects, reservoirs, railway lines, and other major infrastructure
via a press release:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/planning-reforms-to-slash-a-year-off-
infrastructure-delivery?utm medium=email&utm campaign=govuk-notifications-
topic&utm source=ac6f6f90-5651-4a8e-990f-ebaafb05da39&utm content=daily

Noted: A Planning Reform Working Paper: “Reforming Site Thresholds” has been
released by the UK government relating to England only — Published 28 May 2025:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-reform-working-paper-
reforming-site-thresholds/planning-reform-working-paper-reforming-site-
thresholds#next-steps

Noted: A Planning Reform Working Paper: “Speeding Up Build Out” has been released
by the UK government relating to England only — Published 25 May 2025:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-reform-working-paper-
speeding-up-build-out/planning-reform-working-paper-speeding-up-build-out

Action: Assistant Clerk to circulate the technical consultation on “Reform of planning
committees” (England only), which was released by the UK Government on 28 May
2025 for individual personal responses by The Committee. The consultation is open
until 23 July 2025 and can be accessed by the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/reform-of-planning-committees-
technical-consultation/reform-of-planning-committees-technical-consultation

Design Code

Cllr Ransby and the Assistant Clerk have been working towards a distribution list for the
Design Code.

Action: Assistant Clerk to draft an accompanying letter for businesses to go with the
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design code for the next meeting in August 2025.

Action: The Assistant Clerk and Clir Ranshy to continue to work on the distribution list
for the design code with an aim to have a workable list by the meeting in August 2025.

Holmfirth Town Centre Group

Noted: An update on the town centre access works from Kirklees Council via a news
item was released on 19 June 2025:

https://kirkleestogether.co.uk/2025/06/19/holmfirth-town-centre-access-plan-scheme-
update-june-2025/

Cllr Wilson gave updates on the Holmfirth town centre works and the appointment of a
Programme Manager.

Action: Clir Wilson will invite the new Holmfirth town centre Programme Manager to
attend a meeting of the Full Council.

Kirklees Local Plan Review

At a previous meeting on 15 July 2024 the committee resolved to form a Working
Group consisting of Cllr Blacka (Chair), Clir Ransby, ClIr Colling, and Clir Wilson to
coordinate the work around the Kirklees Local Plan Review and the response from
Holme Valley Parish Council. Clir Liles, Clir Rylah and Cllr Whitelaw have since joined
membership of this group and they are also working with a representative from Holme
Valley Vision.

The Working Group have established a “Reference Group” and have invited local
community groups with an interest in local community, business and the natural and
built environments to support their contributions to the Kirklees Local Plan review.
Clir Blacka gave updates from the Working Group and Reference Group.

Noted: Notes from the Reference Group meetings of 25 April and 16 May 2025.
Resolved: Recommendation to Full Council that the Working Group and Reference
Group on Kirklees Local Plan report to Full Council directly rather than the Planning
Committee (this will be put to Full Council at the meeting on 8 September 2025).

Neighbourhood Development Plan

Cllr Ransby sent notes to confirm he is continuing to work on the Holme Valley Parish
Council Neighbourhood Development Plan actions.
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2526 39 Planning Standing Committee Expenditure against Budget and reserves 2024-25

Noted: The Planning Committee’s expenditure against budget 2025-26 year to date:

- The Planning Committee has one budget line under its remit. This is 4505
Neighbourhood Plan. At the start of the 2025/26 Council year, the budget
contained £2,500. No expenditure has come from this budget line.

- The Committee has oversight of the Design Guide EMR containing £1,500 for the
design and printing of the Shop Front Design Guide Booklet. An invoice for the
artwork and layout design has been received and paid for £1,120.00. £290 in the
EMR was used to purchase printed copies.

- At a meeting of the Planning Committee on 28 April 2025 members Resolved to
return the remaining £90 in the EMR to general reserves.

2526 40 Publicising the work of Holme Valley Parish Council
The Assistant Clerk updated on recent and planned external communications activity.

Close 8.54pm
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