Holme Valley Parish Council
The Civic, Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth HD9 3AS

Email: clerk@holmevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tel: 01484 687460

Grant Evaluation

e The Parish Council likes to hear how community groups have used the money awarded to them

e As the money awarded is public money, we also need to make sure that the money has been
spent appropriately and as agreed

Name of Organisation | Holmfirth Musical Festival

Amount of award £ 1,500

Purpose for which the | To cover some of our running costs including marketing and
grant was awarded the building of a new website and meet some of our core

(Maximum 20 words) | costs.

The Story of Your Project

e Tell us what you did with the money awarded to you (Maximum 500
words)

e Attach a few photos

We have created a new website and successfully established a new entry system through the
specialist festival administration programme called “run my festival “

holmfirthmf.runmyfestival.net
Holmfirth Musical Festival www.hmf.org

This has given us a new platform to work with that is vibrant and relevant for today. We have also
upskilled regarding social media as a way of marketing having also created a logo and tools for
advertising.

We have successfully relaunched the festival and it was the most successful yet in that we totalled
almost 300 entries this was double the festival held in 2023.

We have worked hard to network with music teachers and organisations and they responded by
entering many talented pupils. Our adjudicators who we engaged commented on the high standard of
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entries and the running of the festival.
Angela Rowley Adjudicator a member of the British Federation of Musical Festival Said this :-

I'm writing to thank you and all your volunteers for a most enjoyable festival. I was enthralled by some
of the performances and the standard was very high all round. There's some excellent teaching going
on around Holmfirth.

I was very impressed by the smooth running of every aspect of the festival, especially the way you
coped with so many entries. My stewards were brilliant, learning on the job. Everyone was helpful,
kind and encouraging so all in all, it was an excellent time all round. I hope we shall be able to repeat
the experience before too long.

Robert Marsh also made favourable comment

Many congratulations for getting the Festival up and running again after the break; | thought everything
was so beautifully organised and there was a lovely atmosphere throughout.

The standard was very high indeed - and it was even more impressive considering the youthfulness of the
performers in so many cases.

I'd better not say who (you can probably guess) but | think that on Saturday we discovered a future star!

The Story of Your Project contd.
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What you achieved

What were the
benefits of your
project?
(Maximum 500
words)

As you can read from the comments above our work was very
much appreciated and the feedback from the performers was
also excellent. We had performances from 3- and 4-year-old
violinists and many other instruments ,choirs and instrumental
groups ,singers of all ages performing many different genres
ranging from pop ballad and folk to opera and oratorio and art

songs and musicals.

They all benefited from a warm and welcoming atmosphere in
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which to perform.

We were able to give a platform for over 600 performers, and
we filled the civic with life giving music. Our resources were
used well, and we also enabled new volunteers to come
forward in many capacities.

All'in all, we are proud to say that we are back and hope to
continue in the years to come.

Who benefited from | A whole spectrum of musicians, music teachers, parents and

the project? carers, schools and music groups and member of the public
(Maximum 200 and the many volunteers who were energized by their
words) contributions.

It was said many times during the festival that music is a way
of communicating in a different way. In fact, music is a
language of its own that brings out the best of talents but also
provides an avenue for emotion and empathy.

We provided a stage for some to live their dreams. For those
at the beginning of their musical life it was a new experience
and for more seasoned performers an opportunity to practice
and learn from the very experienced adjudicators who were
there to encourage them and give them tips on how to
improve.

The audiences benefited from some amazing performances
and music to lift the soul.

For some it gave new perspective.

How many people In total with performances, audiences, volunteers about 800
benefited? people benefited. However, now we have a story to retell
(Maximum 200 there is potential for more.

words) Also, if you count St John’s School Golcar Assembly that were

visited to be presented with Directors Cup for the most
entertaining performance you could also add at least another
200 children plus parents and teachers this would take t to
1000. We recognize the importance of this kind of networking
and plan in future to go into our valley schools.
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Was the project
inclusive?

How were marginalised groups
(elderly, disabled, young
people etc) able to
participate?

The project was inclusive, so it was for all ages and
nationalities of which we had many. We even had one entry
from Denmark with local connections! Our volunteers also
included a cross section of ages and skills.

Reflecting on climate
change, did the
project address any
aspects of the climate
emergency? How?

As we outlined in our application, we were able to eliminate a
lot of paperwork in our advertising campaign.

We were able to use the venue to its full extent, thereby
benefiting the Civic.

Our adjudicators were accommodated at the Old Bridge Hotel
using a local business and our caterer was also local.

One of our adjudicators also used public transport as his
preferred method of travel.

Our entrants were by and large from the Huddersfield and
Holmfirth areas so could use public transport if desired.

Did you achieve what
you were trying to
do?

(Maximum 200
words)

We certainly achieved all and more than we set out to do. This
year our aim was to re-establish the festival which was a huge
success attracting far more entries than we thought possible
Our scheduling was very tight but we were able to do all we
intended to do though it cost us far more than anticipated due
to the fact that we had to engage 2 adjudicators ,3
accompanists and the main and lesser halls.

We have also been able to interest new volunteers who have
said they will help again next year.

In all we are very pleased that our enormous effort has been
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rewarded.

We can now report to the trustees that it is worth going
forward and that we can look for more new beginnings that
will benefit our community.

Finance and Expenditure

We ask groups to retain their receipts and invoices, and to keep a record of

what they’ve spent for auditing purposes

Grant awarded | £

Date Description of expenditure (use another sheet if necessary)

Amount

See attached paperwork

Total expenditure

Amount of grant remaining (if any)
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Any amount of the award unspent may have to be returned to the Parish

Council

Person completing this form

Date

14/11/25
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Position in organisation

Festival
Administrator

Send the completed application form, together with all supporting documentation,
preferably in PDF format to: clerk@holmevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Alternatively, you can send the paperwork to: Holme Valley Parish Council, The Civic,
Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth, HD9 3AS.

Have you considered inviting a Member of the Parish Council to come and

see your project and how your grant money has been spent? Why not give

the Parish Council a ring and arrange a visit 01484 687460?
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HOLMFIRTH MUSICAL FESTIVAL
RECEIPTS AND:PAYMENTS FOR ONE YEAR TO END OF OCTOBER 2025 - ACTUAL

£ £

Receipts
Donations- Personal 35.00
Donations- Non Personal 3000.00
Door Entries 847.50
Class Entries 2043.00
Advertising 100.00

6025.50
Payments
Halt Hire Fees 1444.80
First Aid Training 170.00
Hire Fees of Meetings 260.00
BIFF Subscription 140.00
BIFF Insurance *30.00
Donation to BIFF 34.00
Printing 210.80
Office Expenses 81.70
Accomodation - Adjudicators 379.30
Arco Software 1080.24
Mushram Software 100.00
Lanyards/Badges 185.70
New Card Reader 94.80
Piano Tuning 90.00
Adjudicators Fees 1615.80
Accompanist Fees 886.05
Programmes 273.63
less sold 192.00 81.63
Banners 325.56
Saturday Lunch 500.00
less sold 380.00 120.00
Card transaction fees 15.27
Trophies/Engraving 335.40
Prizes 350.00
Door refreshments 137.71
less sold 136.50 1.21

8078.26
Receipts 6025.50
Payments 8078.26

Deficit 2052.76



