National Planning Policy Framework:
proposed reforms and other changes to the planning system
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Why is the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) important ??

Planning ultimately determines what gets built where.

The NPPF is intended to provide the checks and balances
to make sure developments and plans are sustainable, well-
located, and with maximum benefit to people, communities, the
economy and the environment.

NB The relationship between the NPPF and Local Plans in
England is hierarchical.

Local Plans must be consistent with the policies in the
NPPF, which acts as the primary tool for determining planning
applications in a specific area.

HVPC Reference Group on the Kirklees Council Local
Plan Update

HVPC has established a working group to develop its submission to Kirklees on the
Local Plan Update.

NB This group comprises representatives from local stakeholder groups e.g.
Holme Valley Vision, Ecoholmes, HVCAP, Penistone Line, River Holme
Connections, Longley Farm, Holmfirth Conservation Group and others who have
expressed an interest, and HVPC.

This work focusses on the needs of the Holme Valley and how these must be
addressed by the Kirklees Local Plan Update. This work is ongoing. Our first
public consultation — on Farming and food — took place on July 234 2025.

NB because the HVPC submission on the Local Plan update to Kirklees needs
to take into account and reference the NPPF, public consultation on the NPPF is
taking place.




HVPC Consultation

The HVPC submission on the Local Plan update to Kirklees needs to take
into account and reference the NPPF.

NB The HVPC is keen to ensure that ‘stakeholder opinions and voices’ are
referenced and represented in our submissions on both the Local Plan (to
Kirklees) and our response to the NPPF Government consultation.

There are two NPPF face to face consultation events (11t and 16t
February).

There will also be opportunities for people to submit their thoughts via HYPC
website and social media calls for contributions.

Feedback on the HVPC Local Plan Review Group’s work and progress
will be reported in the HVPC Annual Report, delivered at the Annual
Parish meeting on March 23,
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Government Consultation

» The Government is seeking views on the revised NPPF
and other changes to the planning system.

* The revised NPPF sets out the Government’s planning
policies for England and how these are expected to
be applied.

« It proposes significant revisions to the existing NPPF.

The Government consultation closes at 11:45pm
on 10 March 2026.

Online responses can be submitted here.

Email to: PlanningPolicyConsultation@communities.gov.uk

What are the ‘key points’ in the Policy

The National Planning Policy Framework (revised) for
England prioritises a plan-led system to deliver 1.5 million
homes, emphasising brownfield development, "grey belt"
and mandatory housing targets.

Key focus areas include:

« accelerating infrastructure,

« significantly boosting affordable housing,

and

« strengthening environmental protections, including
climate change mitigation.




KEY AREAS OF CHANGE:
Housing Delivery:

Reintroduces mandatory housing targets and a standard
methodology for assessment. There is a strong focus on building on
brownfield land first, but if targets cannot be met, local authorities must
review "grey belt" land within the Green Belt.

"Grey Belt" and Green Belt:

Confirms the concept of "grey belt" introduced in the NPPF 2024
draft. (lower-quality Green Belt land) for development. Developments on
this land must include 50% affordable housing and necessary
infrastructure. Recognises that not all ‘green belt is “equal”
Infrastructure-First Approach:

Now puts significant weight on providing infrastructure (roads,
health, schools) alongside new housing.
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*Sustainable Development & Climate:

Aims to transition to a low-carbon future, with policies
strongly supporting renewable energy, such as wind and
solell_r, and promoting sustainable transport like walking and
cycling.

Plan-Led System:

Empowers local authorities to keep, or create, up-to-date local
plans,, emphasizing that development should be planned, not
Just reactive.

*Design Quality: | i
Emphasises creatm&well-desugned, beautiful, and safe places,
often referred to as the "golden rules" of planning.

sEnvironmental Protection:

While promoting development, the framework seeks to protect
high-value green spaces, biodiversity, and the historic
environment.
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Responses from National Bodies
1. CPRE
https://www.cpre.org.uk/r i ing-policy-framewor
september-2024/
* Pushing for a definition of ‘grey belt’ that isn’t so subjective and
open to exploitation
* Incorporating targets for brownfield development and genuinely
affordable housing
* Amending the definition of ‘affordable housing’ in the NPPF to
reflect average local incomes
* Pushing for the inclusion of rooftop solar targets
* Ensuring that rural communities get a voice in planning
decisions
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2. Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI)

ps: .rtpi.org.uk/ fi the-rtpi/rtpi Pt to-prop eforms-to-the-nppf-and-other-
changes-to-the-planning-system/

* Concerns on Strategy:

The RTPI warned that removing the 'duty to cooperate' without a strong
replacement makes strategic planning across local housing market areas difficult.

* Green Belt & Density:

While supporting the need for more homes, members expressed that increasing
density is incompatible with new, strict protections for existing character. They
advocated for strategic, rather than piecemeal, reviews of the Green Belt.

* Resourcing:

The RTPI emphasized that without sufficient funding for local planning authorities,
new targets cannot be met.

« Support for Neighbourhood Plans:

They supported giving more weight to neighbourhood plans to increase local
agency, but noted a lack of resources in disadvantaged areas.
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3. Local Government Association (LGA)
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/Iga-response-national-planning-policy-framework-
nppf

« Support for Flexibility: The LGA welcomed the removal of the 35%
'urban uplift' for major cities, considering it an arbitrary figure.

* Resourcing & Capacity: The LGA highlighted that the new, higher

mandatory housing targets require councils to have the right skills,
resources, and funding to deliver.

 Brownfield First: The LGA welcomed the focus on brownfield
development but emphasized that such sites must be suitable and not
merely assumed to be "acceptable in principle" without proper planning
consideration.

» Developer Accountability: The LGA argued for stronger "use it or

lose it" powers to prevent developer land-banking and ensure faster
build-out rates
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4. National Farmers' Union (NFU)

https://www. i i ing-policy

* Food Security & Land Protection:

The NFU expressed concern that reforms aimed at growth
could neglect agricultural land, particularly Best and Most
Versatile (BMV) land.

» Green Belt & "Grey Belt":

The NFU argued against including agricultural land in the
"grey belt" definition, stressing that productive farmland
should not be automatically sacrificed for development.
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5. Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)

https://www.riba.org/news/riba-responds-to-national-planning-policy-framework-consultation/

* Quality vs. Quantity:

RIBA supported the push for more homes but insisted that
high-quality, sustainable design must not be compromised
for speed.

* Resource Investment:

RIBA noted that local planning authorities are "stretched
thin" and lack the design expertise necessary to oversee
the ambitious, dense developments proposed.
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6. Competition and Markets Authority (CMA)
https://todaysconveyancer.co.uk/cma-response-national-planning-policy-framework-consultation/

* Small & Medium Developers:

The CMA urged the government to use the NPPF to increase
the variety of homes built and further support Small and
Medium Enterprise (SME) housebuilders.

» Market Study Recommendations:

They pushed for stronger action on the private management
of public amenities and improved consumer protection for
new-build buyers.
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7. Office for Environmental Protectlon (OEP)

https://www.theoep.org.uk/report/oep-resps policy

» Environmental Coherence:

The OEP urged the government to better align the NPPF with
legally binding Environment Act targets.

» Green Space Standards:

They called for greater clarity on what constitutes "good quality
green space" and better, mandatory protections for nature
when Green Belt land is developed.

8 Town and Country Planmng Assoclatlon (TCPA)

I .tcpa.org.uk/tcp:
The TCPA argued that the proposed changes are madequate
in tackling climate change and do not go far enough to ensure
new developments are resilient.
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Summary of Key Themes
» Support for Renewables:
Generally, national bodies supported the removal of the de facto ban on
on-shore wind.

* Mandatory Targets:

The move to make the standard method for assessing housing
needs mandatory was seen as a significant shift to accelerate

housing, though viewed with caution by local authorities regarding
infrastructure capacity.

*Plan-Led System:

There is a strong consensus that up-to-date local plans are essential,
but the current, fast-paced reforms have caused uncertainty, leading to
some plans being delayed
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OTHER INFORMATION AND SUGGESTED ‘TAKE AWAYS’

Source: ET Planning, planning consultancy - NPPF 2025 — what’s changed?
https://share.google/nleCNMagPdN4W2XXI

Source: Urbanist Architecture - Small Architecture Company London - NPPF 2024
vs Draft NPPF 2025: Why Saying “No” Just Got Much Harder
https://share.google/iny9WimrOhw5vACYw

Source: Holme Hills Solicitors - Major NPPF reforms 2025 - twelve Key Policy
Changes
https://www.holmes-hills.co.uk/news/2026/january/major-nppf-reforms-what-you-
need-to-know/

Source: Savills, property surveyors - The new language in planning: 10 key words
and phrases for 2026
https://www.savills.co.uk/blog/article/386492/residential-property/the-new-
language-in-planning--10-key-words-and-phrases-for-2026.aspx
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Keep in touch ??
* Contact: clirmaryblacka@holmevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
COUNCILLOR MARY BLACKA is the Convenor of the Reference Group
Holme Valley
Parish Council
18



