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Guide to design detail

Shopfront design encompasses a wide variety of styles and details but
certain basic rules apply everywhere. To be successful new shopfronts
need not necessarily be imitations of traditional design. The Council will
give sympathetic consideration to alter, extend, or provide new shopfronts
if they comply with the guidelines contained in this document.

A shopfront should not be

1 designed in isolation but
considered as part of the
architectural composition
of the building.

Shopfront elements

3 should emphasise the
division of the building
and visually suggest a
method of support for the
facade above.
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The design should
complement the period
and style of the building.

Shops operating from
more than one adjacent
unit should retain the
subdivision of the shop
fronts to respect the
integrity of the individual
buildings.
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Whatisa
Shopfront?

Basic architectural design elements of a traditional
shopfront. A shopfront normally incorporates certain
key elements within its design, regardless of the
period of its construction.

Traditional shop fronts which include these general
principles are particularly good at achieving a successful
and sympathetic relationship between the shop front
and the building. It should be noted that these principles
are not just restricted to shop fronts on historic buildings
or within areas of historic interest. The main purpose of

a shop front is to display goods for sale, and to provide
access to the premises.

Although variations in style are limitless, common
elements can be identified. The following terms will
be used throughout this guide.

1. Cornice: The top section

of the fascia which marks the
division between the shop and
the building above. It may be
decorated or plain, is usually of
stone or timber, and it may have
a protective layer of lead.

2. Fascia: A horizontal board
below the cornice on which
lettering is located to signify
the business.

3. Console Brackets:

A decorative feature used to
mark the termination of one
shop and the beginning of
another. The bracket may be
classical in inspiration but
many are stylized in design
and do not follow classical
principles.

4. Fanlight: A glazed light
situated above a door, often
square or rectangular in shape.
The glass maybe plain or
decorative. Some may be of a
hopper type which is bottom
hinged and opens inwards to
allow ventilation to the shop.

5. Pilaster: An applied
decorative feature in the form
of a column which projects
slightly from the wall but is
generally not structural in
nature. It may be plain or
decorated, often with fluting or
reeding, which can be of timber
or stone.

6. Plinth: Base of a pilaster
usually of stone or timber.

7. Lobby: A small recessed area
at the front of a shop leading to
the shop doorway. It may have
adecorative floor, and the walls
and ceiling may be panelled or
may incorporate a showcase.

8. Stall Riser: The vertical area
between the silland ground
level. It may be decorative or
plain, often in timber.

Good Design

The shopfront design in the illustration below is far
more sensitive in terms of both its proportions and
detailing and in relation to the front elevation of the
building, for the following reasons:
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1. The designintroduces a
pleasing balance of vertical
and horizontal elements,

with glazing panels that
possess proportions that are
more in sympathy with the
arrangement and shape of the
openings above.

2. The pilasters and stallriser
are of sufficient thickness to
help frame the window and
give it strong definition.

3. The fasciais well
proportioned, framed by
the capitals on top of the
pilasters, and set well below
the first floor windows. The
much sturdier appearance
helps to give the impression
of supporting the masonry
above.

4. The introduction of a well
moulded cornice above the
fascia, which is similar in
style to the moulding at the
eaves and around the upper
windows, helps to integrate
the new front onto the
building.

5. The lettering style to
the fasciais refined and
complementary while

the hanging sign is well
proportioned and similarly
scripted.
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